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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-14 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The preamble of claim 14 is directed toward a "data carrier" 
however the body of the claim recites elements of the mail processing device is 
association with the data carrier (e.g., one limitation is "loadable from data carrier into 
said programmable memory"), leaving the definite scope of the claim unascertainable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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4. Claims 1, 2, 7, 9, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Uno, et al., U.S. Pat. No. 5,535,127 (Reference A of the attached PTO- 
892). 

5. As per claim 1 , Uno, et al. teaches a mail-processing device comprising: a 
programmable memory having a table stored therein (column 1, line 19); a program 
memory (column 5, line 23); a working memory having mail-item-related data values 
stored therein (column 5, line 25); a keyboard having a plurality of operating elements 
(column 5, line 44); a microprocessor in communication with said programmable 
memory, said program memory, said program memory, said working memory, and said 
keyboard (column 5, line 21); said programmable memory, said working memory and 
said microprocessor, in combination, being programmable to set an operating mode for 
automatic product code entry (column 5, lines 48-50); and said microprocessor being 
programmed for evaluating said mail-item-related data values stored in said working 
memory using said table stored in said programmable memory (column 5, lines 29-40). 

6. As per claim 2, Uno, et al. teaches the device of claim 1 as described above. 
Uno, et al. further teaches said table in said programmable memory comprises a 
plurality of columns, each of said columns comprising a plurality of rows, and including 
first and second columns containing datasets representing defaults for valid shipping 
parameters (Fig. 26), and wherein said microprocessor is programmed for row-by-row 
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searching through said first and second columns to identify datasets in said first and 
second columns corresponding to said values stored in said working memory and, for 
the valid shipping parameters represented by said datasets, said microprocessor 
evaluating structures in remaining columns of said table (column 15, lines 1-4; column 
16, lines 59-67; Fig. 37). 

7. As per claim 7, Uno, et al. teaches the device of claim 1 as described above. 
Uno, et al. further teaches an interface in communication with said microprocessor 
(column 5, line 44). The limitation for setting said operating mode is a statement of 
intended use and is only given patentable weight to the extent that it imparts structural 
limitations to the invention, which are met by the teachings of Uno, et al. as they are 
sufficient to be able to perform the intended use (column 5, line 44). 

8. As per claim 9, Uno, et al. teaches the device of claim 1 as described above. 
Uno, et al. further teaches a receiving unit connected to said programmable memory 
(column 5, line 46). The limitation for loading said table is merely a statement of 
intended use and is only afforded patentable weight to the extent that it imparts 
structural limitations on the invention, which are met by the teachings of Uno, et al. as 
they are sufficient to be able to perform the intended use (column 5, line 46). 
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9. As per claim 10, Uno, et al. teaches the device of claim 9 as described above. 
Uno, et al. further teaches wherein said receiver unit is a modem selected from the 
group consisting of analog modems and digital modems (column 5, line 46). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 3-6 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Uno, et al in view of Guenther, et al., U.S. Pat. No. 5,852,813 (Reference B of the 
attached PTO-892). 

1 2. As per claim 3, Uno, et al. teaches the device of claim 2 as described above. 
Uno, et al further teaches a display device connected to said microprocessor (column 1 , 
line 53) and wherein said microprocessor is supplied with a weight selected from the 
group consisting of an entered weight and a measured weight (column 4, line 15), and 
wherein said table is a first table stored in a first memory range of said programmable 
memory (column 5, lines 28-30), said programmable memory having further memory 
ranges in which further tables are respectively stored (column 7, lines 31-32; while 
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Examiner, recognizes that Uno, et al. does not explicitly use the term "range," it is noted 
that memory inherently is comprised of multiple address ranges, Microsoft TechNet: 
Memory, printed 4/5/2007, Reference U of the attached PTO-892), including a weight 
table for determining a table index assigned to different weights (column 7, lines 51-65), 
and a product code table for determining a product code assigned to said table index 
(column 21, lines 15-35), and wherein said microprocessor is programmed for storing a 
start address of said first table in said programmable memory (column 5, lines 28-29), 
for generating a screen image for shipping parameters associated with said values 
stored in said working memory and for displaying said screen images on said display 
device (column 1, line 53), and for accessing said tables in said programmable memory 
for evaluating data values in a row of said first table in said programmable memory, said 
data values corresponding to the values stored in said working memory (column 1, lines 
51-52; column 22, lines 34-50) and designating, to said product code table, designated 
product codes (column 22, lines 45-50), and said microprocessor being programmed for 
storing the product codes designated with the table index for said weight (column 22, 
line 51). Uno, et al. does not teach that the designating is done by a pointer. Guenther, 
et al. teaches the designating is done by a pointer (column 24, lines 66-67). It would 
have been prima facie obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to incorporate the designating is done by a pointer into the device taught by 
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Uno, et al. in order to reference a further data set (as taught by Guenther, et al; column 
24, line 67 - column 25, line 1). 

13. As per claim 4, Uno, et al. teaches the device of claim 2 as described above. 
Uno, et al further teaches a display device connected to said microprocessor (column 1 , 
line 53) and wherein said microprocessor is supplied with a weight selected from the 
group consisting of an entered weight and a measured weight (column 4, line 15), 
wherein said table is a first table stored in a first memory range of said programmable 
memory (column 5, lines 28-30), said programmable memory having further memory 
ranges in which further tables are respectively stored (column 7, lines 31-32; while 
Examiner recognizes that Uno, et al. does not explicitly use the term "range," it is noted 
that memory inherently is comprised of multiple address ranges, see Microsoft TechNet: 
Memory, accessed 4/5/2007, Reference U of the attached PTO-892), including a weight 
class table for determining a table index assigned to a weight class code stored in a 
further memory (column 7, lines 51-65; Fig. 36), and a product code table for 
determining a product code assigned to said table index (column 21, lines 15-35), and 
wherein said microprocessor is programmed for storing a start address of said first table 
in said programmable memory (column 5, lines 28-29), for generating a screen image 
for shipping parameters associated with said values stored in said working memory and 
for displaying said screen images on said display device (column 1, line 53), and for 
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accessing said tables in said programmable memory for evaluating data values in a row 
of a table in said programmable memory, said data values corresponding to the values 
stored in said working memory (column 1 , lines 51-52; column 22, lines 34-50) and 
designating, to said product code table, designated product codes (column 22, lines 45- 
50), and said microprocessor being programmed for storing the product codes 
designated with the table index for a weight class in which said weight occurs (column 
22, line 51 ; Fig. 36). Uno, et al. does not teach that the designating is done by a 
pointer. Guenther, et al. teaches the designating is done by a pointer (column 24, lines 
66-67). It would have been prima facie obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to incorporate the designating is done by a pointer into the device 
taught by Uno, et al. in order to reference a further data set (as taught by Guenther, et 
al; column 24, line 67 - column 25, line 1). 

14. As per claim 5, Uno, et al. in view of Guenther, et al. teaches the device of claim 
4 as described above. Uno, et al. further teaches a receiver unit (column 5, line 41). 
The limitation "for loading and storing table values and data for entry into at least one of 
said table, said weight table, said product code table and said weight class table" is 
merely a statement of intended use and is only given patentable weight inasmuch as it 
implies structural limitations to the claim, which are met by the teachings of Uno, et al 
(column 5, line 41). 
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15. As per claim 6, Uno, et al. in view of Guenther, et al. teaches the device of claim 
4 as described above. Uno, et al. further teaches an interface adapted for connection to 
the postage meter machine (column 1, lines 18-21), and wherein said working memory 
temporarily stores at least one of said weight class code and said product code in 
respective memory areas (column 7, lines 51-63). Guenther, et al. further teaches 
wherein said microprocessor is programmed to transmit at least one of said weight 
class code and said product code to the postage meter machine via said interface 
(column 10, lines 30-34). It would have been prima facie obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to incorporate wherein said 
microprocessor is programmed to transmit at least one of said weight class code and 
said product code to the postage meter machine via said interface into the device taught 
by Uno, et al. in view Guenther, et al. in order to calculate the postage (as taught by 
Guenther, et al.; column 10, line 31). 

16. As per claim 14, Uno, et al. teaches a data carrier for a mail-processing device 
having a programmable memory (column 1, line 19), a working memory (column 5, line 
25) and a microprocessor programmed to operate in an operating mode for automatic 
product code entry (column 5, lines 21, 48-50), and having a receiver unit in 
communication with the microprocessor (column 5, line 26), said data carrier having a 
plurality of memory areas in which are stored (column 5, lines 24-30), respectively, an 
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application program for said automatic product code entry (column 22, lines 45-51) and 
for generating screen images for shipping parameters on a display device (column 1 , 
line 53), at least one first table in one of said memory areas and respective further 
tables in further memory areas to which access is enabled by said application program 
(column 7, lines 51-65; column 21, lines 15-35), said first table comprising columns of 
data values for valid shipping parameters (column 15, Table), and a weight table 
(column 7, lines 51-65), a product code table (column 21 , lines 15-35) and a weight 
class table (column 7, lines 51-65; Fig. 36), all of said tables being loadable from data 
carrier into said programmable memory via said receiver unit (column 5, lines 46-47). 
Uno, et al. does not teach that there are pointers to the data. Guenther, et al. teaches 
using pointers to data (column 24, lines 66-67). It would have been prima facie obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to incorporate using 
pointers to data into the device taught by Uno, et al. in order to reference a further data 
set (as taught by Guenther, et al; column 24, line 67 - column 25, line 1). 

17. Claims 8 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Uno, et at. in view of Official Notice. 

18. As per claim 8, Uno, et al. teaches the device of claim 1 as described above. 
Uno, et al. does not teach wherein one of said operating elements of said keyboard, 
when actuated, sets said operating mode. Official Notice is taken that it would have 
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been prima facie obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
incorporate wherein one of said operating elements of said keyboard, when actuated, 
sets said operating mode into the device taught by Uno, et al. because it is old and well 
known in the art to use a keyboard in this manner, for example by striking a "Start" key 
to begin processing. 

1 9. As per claim 1 1 , Uno, et al. teaches the device of claim 9 as described above. 
Uno, et al. does-not teach wherein said receiving unit is a drive device adapted to 
receive a data carrier on which said table is stored, selected from the group consisting 
of CDs and DVDs. Official Notice is taken that it would have been prima facie obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to incorporate wherein said 
receiving unit is a drive device adapted to receive a data carrier on which said table is 
stored, selected from the group consisting of CDs and DVDs into the device taught by 
Uno, et al. because CDs and DVDs are well known art-recognized means to upload 
data. 

20. As per claim 12, Uno, et al. teaches the device of claim 9 as described above. 
Uno, et al. does not teach wherein said receiving unit is a chip card reader adapted to 
receive a chip card having a memory in which said table is stored. Official Notice is 
taken that it would have been prima facie obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention to incorporate wherein said receiving unit is a chip card reader 
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adapted to receive a chip card having a memory in which said table is stored into the 
device taught by Uno, et al. because chip cards are well known art-recognized means to 
upload data. 

21 . As per claim 1 3, Uno, et al. teaches the device of claim 9 as described above. 
Uno, et al. does not teach wherein said receiving unit is a memory stick interface 
adapted to receive a memory stick having a memory in which said table is stored. 
Official Notice is taken that it would have been prima facie obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to incorporate wherein said receiving unit 
is a memory stick interface adapted to receive a memory stick having a memory in 
which said table is stored into the device taught by Uno, et a. because memory sticks 
are well known art-recognized means to upload data. 

Conclusion 

22. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Gil, et al., U.S. Pat. No. 5,586,037 (Reference C of the attached 
PTO-892) teaches an automated self-service mail processing and storing system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel P. Vetter whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1366. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8am 
to 6pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571) 272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




/JOHN W.HAYES 
SUPERVISOnv PARENT EXAMINER 



